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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-50 are pending. 
Claims 1-50 are rejected. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 8 refers to 
"the method of Claim 8." The examiner will examine the claim as if it stated "the method 
of Claim 7." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claim 35 recites the limitation "the message priority". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
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purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 -5, 9-11,1 8-22, 24-26, 29, 33, 36-40, 44, 45, and 47-50 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 6,671 ,355 to Spielman et al 
(hereinafter Spielman). 

Regarding claim 1 , Spielman teaches a method for determining one or more 
recipients of a generic-recipient message and for dispatch of the message within a 
digital communication network, the method comprising the steps of: receiving a generic- 
recipient message at a network hub (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox 
of the notification system receives generic messages.); determining predefined 
attributes of the message; determining one or more recipients for the message based 
upon the predefined attributes (Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The 
notification delivery message is parses for the destination address information and 
notification information. Col. 8, line 30-44, Attributes of the message are checked 
against the LDAP directory.); and dispatching the message to one or more recipients 
(Spielman, Col. 5, line 55-60, The message is dispatched to a selected device.). 

Regarding claim 2, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises receiving a 
generic-recipient message, chosen from the group of messages consisting of a Short 
Message Service (SMS) message, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, 
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electronic mail (email) message and voice message (Spielman, Col. 4, line 40-55, The 
primary mailbox receives messages such as SMTP messages. Col. 5, line 26-55, 
Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 3, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises receiving a 
message at a wireless network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, The paging server 
delivers a wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 4, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
determining predefined attributes of the message further comprises determining 
predefined attributes chosen from the group of attributes consisting of type of message, 
sender of the message, subject of the message and content of the message (Spielman, 
Fig. 2A, 28a, Discloses attributes of the message including SMTP header, the sender, 
the subject, and content of the message.). 

Regarding claim 5, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
determining one or more recipients for the message based upon the predefined 
attributes further comprises the step of correlating the predefined attributes of the 
message with stored information related to potential recipients (Spielman, Col. 6, line 6- 
15, The notification process accesses the subscriber directory to retrieve subscriber 
attribute information for each recipient specified in the notification message.). 
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Regarding claim 9, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
dispatching the message to one or more recipients further comprises transmitting the 
message to one or more recipients via a communication medium chosen from the group 
of communication medium consisting of short-range wireless communication, Internet 
communication, SMS communication, and MMS communication (Spielman, Col. 5, line 
26-55, Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 10, Spielman teaches a method for prioritizing a generic- 
recipient message at a network hub, the method comprising the steps of: receiving a 
generic-recipient message at a network hub (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary 
mailbox of the notification system receives generic messages.); determining predefined 
attributes of the message (Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The 
notification delivery message is parses for the destination address information and 
notification information.); determining whether the message has priority based on the 
predefined attributes (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65, The notification message is 
examined to determine if the message has priority.); and prioritizing the message if a 
determination is made that the message has priority (Spielman, Fig. 2B Discloses the 
message priority information being recorded.). 

Regarding claim 11, Spielman teaches the method of claim 10, Spielman does 
not teach but Syri teaches wherein the step of determining whether the message has 
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priority based on the predefined attributes further comprises determining whether the 
message has display priority based on the predefined attributes (Spielman, Col. 6, line 
45-65, The notification message is examined to determine if the message has priority.). 

Regarding claim 18, Spielman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the step 
of receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises receiving a 
generic-recipient message, chosen from the group of messages consisting of a Short 
Message Service (SMS) message, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, 
electronic mail (email) message and voice message (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, 
Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 19, Spielman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the step 
of receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises receiving a 
generic-recipient message at a wireless network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, The 
paging server delivers a wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 20, Spielman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the step 
of determining predefined attributes of the group-addresses message further comprises 
determining predefined attributes chosen from the group of attributes consisting of type 
of message, sender of the message, subject of the message and content of the 
message (Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The notification process accesses the subscriber 
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directory to retrieve subscriber attribute information for each recipient specified in the 
notification message.). 

Regarding claim 21, Spielman teaches the method of claim 10, Spielman does 
not teach but Albal teaches wherein the step of determining whether the message has 
priority based on the predefined attributes further comprises the step of correlating the 
predefined attributes of the message with stored information related to message priority 
(Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65, The notification message is examined to determine if the 
message has priority.). 

Regarding claim 22, Spielman teaches a network hub device for determining one 
or more recipients for a generic-recipient message (Spielman, Fig. 1 , number 10, The 
notification system.), the device comprising: a processing unit; a memory unit in 
communication with the processing unit (Spielman, Fig. 1, number 12, The notification 
process.), the memory unit stores information related to one or more potential recipients 
(Spielman, Fig. 1, number 30, The LDAP directory stores notification preferences of 
recipients.); a message reception application executed by the processing unit, the 
message reception application receives a generic-recipient message from one or more 
communication networks (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the 
notification system receives generic messages.); and a message recipient 
determination and dispatch application executed by the processing unit, the message 
recipient determination and dispatch application determines predefined attributes of the 
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generic-recipient message (Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The 
notification delivery message is parses for the destination address information and 
notification information.) and compares the predefined attributes to the information 
related to the one or more potential recipients to determine one or more recipients 
(Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The notification process accesses the subscriber directory 
to retrieve subscriber attribute information for each recipient specified in the notification 
message.). 

Regarding claim 24, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 22, 
further comprising a Global System for Mobile communications (GSM) application for 
dispatching the message to one or more determined recipients via a digital cellular 
network (Spielman, Col. 5, line 30-55, The message is sent to cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 25, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 22, 
further comprising a communication network application for dispatching the message to 
one or more determined recipients via a communication network (Spielman, Col. 5, line 
26-55, Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 26, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 25, 
wherein the communication network is chosen from the group consisting of the Internet, 
a Short Message Service (SMS) network, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) 
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network and a telephony network (Spielman, 
to devices including email, and SMS.). 
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Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered 



Regarding claim 29, Spielman teaches a network hub device (Spielman, Fig. 1, 
number 10, The notification system.) for prioritizing generic-recipient messages, the hub 
comprising: a processing unit (Spielman, Fig. 1, number 12, The notification process.); a 
memory unit in communication with the processing unit (Spielman, Fig. 1, number 30, 
The LDAP directory stores notification preferences.), the memory unit stores priority 
information (Fig. 2B, Priority information is gathered to generate the notification 
information.); a message reception application executed by the processing unit, the 
message reception application receives generic-recipient messages from one or more 
communication networks (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the 
notification system receives generic messages.); and a message priority application 
executed by the processing unit, the message priority application determines predefined 
attributes of received generic-recipient messages and compares the predefined 
attributes to the priority information to determine if the received message requires 
prioritization (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65.The notification process retrieves subscriber 
notification preferences and generates a notification message and a corresponding 
portion of the notification information which includes the priority of the message.). 

Regarding claim 33, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 29, 
wherein the memory unit stores dispatch priority information and the message priority 
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application is further defined as a message dispatch priority application that determines 
predefined attributes of received generic-recipient messages and compares the 
predefined attributes to the dispatch priority information to determine if the received 
messages require dispatch prioritization (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65.The notification 
process retrieves subscriber notification preferences and generates a notification 
message and a corresponding portion of the notification information which includes the 
priority of the message.). 

Regarding claim 36, Spielman teaches a computer program product for 
automatically determining one or more recipients of a generic-recipient message and 
dispatching the message to the one or more recipients within a digital communication 
network, the computer program product comprising a computer readable storage 
medium having computer-readable program instructions embodied in the medium, the 
computer-readable program instructions comprising: first instructions for storing 
information related to potential message recipients (Spielman, Fig. 1, number 30, The 
LDAP directory stores notification preferences.); second instructions for receiving a 
generic-recipient message (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the 
notification system receives generic messages.) at a network hub and determining 
predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message (Spielman, Col. 8, 
line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is parses for the 
destination address information and notification information.); and third instructions for 
determining one or more recipients of the generic-recipient message by comparing the 
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predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message to the stored 
information related to potential message recipients (Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The 
notification process accesses the subscriber directory to retrieve subscriber attribute 
information for each recipient specified in the notification message.). 

Regarding claim 37, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
36, wherein the computer-readable program instructions further comprise fourth 
instructions for dispatching the message to the one or more determined recipients 
(Spielman, Col. 5, line 55-60, The message is dispatched to a selected device.). 

Regarding claim 38, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
36, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient 
message further comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message, chosen from the group of messages consisting of a Short Message Service 
(SMS) message, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, electronic mail 
(email) message and voice message (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are 
delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 39, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
36, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient 
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message further comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a wireless network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, The paging server 
delivers a wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 40, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 

36, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient 
message further comprises second instructions for determining predefined attributes 
associated with the generic-recipient message chosen from the group of attributes 
consisting of type of message, sender of the message, subject of the message and 
content of the message (Spielman, Fig. 2A, 28a, Discloses attributes of the message 
including SMTP header, the sender, the subject, and content of the message.). 

Regarding claim 44, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 

37, wherein the step of dispatching the message to one or more recipients further 
comprises transmitting the message to one or more recipients via a communication 
medium chosen from the group of communication medium consisting of short-range 
wireless communication, Internet communication, SMS communication, and MMS 
communication (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to devices 
including email, and SMS.). 
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Regarding claim 45, Spielman teaches a computer program product for 
prioritizing generic-recipient messages at a network hub, the computer program product 
comprising a computer readable storage medium having computer-readable program 
instructions embodied in the medium, the computer-readable program instructions 
comprising: first instructions for storing information related to message priority 
(Spielman, Fig. 1 , number 30, The LDAP directory stores notification preferences.); 
second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub and 
determining predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message 
(Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the notification system receives 
generic messages.); and third instructions for determining whether the generic-recipient 
message has priority by comparing the predefined attributes associated with the 
generic-recipient message to the stored information related to message priority 
(Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is 
parses for the destination address information and notification information.). 

Regarding claim 47, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
45, wherein the first instructions for storing information related to message priority 
further comprises first instructions for storing information related to message dispatch 
priority and the third instructions for determining whether the message has priority 
further comprises third instructions for determining whether the message has dispatch 
priority by comparing the predefined attributes associated with the messages to the 
stored information related to message dispatch priority (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65.The 
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notification process retrieves subscriber notification preferences and generates a 
notification message and a corresponding portion of the notification information which 
includes the priority of the message.). 

Regarding claim 48, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
45, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the message further 
comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message, chosen from 
the group of messages consisting of a Short Message Service (SMS) message, a 
Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, electronic mail (email) message and 
voice message (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to devices 
including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 49, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
45, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the message further 
comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a wireless 
network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, The paging server delivers a wireless 
message.). 

Regarding claim 50, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
45, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
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network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the message further 
comprises second instructions for determining predefined attributes associated with the 
message chosen from the group of attributes consisting of type of message, sender of 
the message, subject of the message and content of the message (Spielman, Fig. 2A, 
28a, Discloses attributes of the message including SMTP header, the sender, the 
subject, and content of the message.). 

Regarding claim 6, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
dispatching the message to one or more recipients further comprises the step of 
assigning recipient Radio Frequency (RF) identifiers to the message (Spielman, Col. 3, 
line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message information part 
having selected notification information based on the notification device type (i.e. RF 
identifiers).). 

Regarding claim 23, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 22, 
further comprising a Radio Frequency (RF) transceiver for dispatching the messages to 
one or more determined recipients via lower power RF (Spielman, Fig. 1 discloses 
sending messages to devices such as wireless pagers and cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 41 , Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
37, wherein the fourth instruction for dispatching the message to one or more recipients 
further comprises assigning recipient Radio Frequency (RF) identifiers to the message 
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(Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message 
information part having selected notification information based on the notification device 
type (i.e. RF identifiers).). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7, 12, 27, 30, 32, 35, and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Spielman in view of US 2006/0017983 to Syri et al (hereinafter 
Syri). 

Regarding claim 7, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
dispatching the message to one or more recipients further comprises the step of 
displaying the message on a display (Syri, Paragraph [0072], Preferred emails are 
displayed first on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of dispatching the message to one or more 
recipients further comprises the step of displaying the message on a display as taught 
by Syri with the method of Spielman in order to present a prioritized list of email 
messages (Syri, Paragraph [0072]). 
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Regarding claim 8, the combination of Spielman and Syri teaches the method of 
claim 7, wherein the step of displaying the message on a display further comprises 
displaying the message on a display associated with a radio frequency (RF) identifier 
(Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message 
information part having selected notification information based on the notification device 
type (i.e. RF identifiers). Fig. 1 discloses sending messages to devices such as wireless 
pagers and cell phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, messages and text based notification 
information are displayed on cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 12, Spielman teaches the method of claim 1 1 , Spielman does 
not teach but Syri teaches wherein the step of prioritizing the message if a 
determination is made that the message has priority further comprises prioritizing the 
display of the message if a determination is made that the message has display priority 
(Syri, Paragraph [0072], The mail agent application checks message priority level and 
preferred emails are displayed first on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of prioritizing the message if a determination is 
made that the message has priority further comprises prioritizing the display of the 
message if a determination is made that the message has display priority as taught by 
Syri with the method of Spielman in order to present a prioritized list of email messages 
(Syri, Paragraph [0072]). 
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Regarding claim 27, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 22, 
Spielman does not teach but Syri teaches further comprising a display associated with 
the network hub that displays a message associated with a message identifier (Syri, 
Paragraph [0072], Preferred emails are displayed first on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine further comprising a display associated with the network hub 
that displays a message associated with a message identifier as taught by Syri with the 
method of Spielman in order to present a prioritized list of email messages (Syri, 
Paragraph [0072]). 

Regarding claim 30, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 29, 
wherein the memory unit stores display priority information and the message priority 
application is further defined as a message display priority application that determines 
predefined attributes of received generic-recipient messages, Spielman does not teach 
but Syri teaches and compares the predefined attributes to the display priority 
information to determine if the received messages require display prioritization (Syri, 
Paragraph [0072], The mail agent application examines messages to check whether 
there is a previous user preference for priority in order to display the messages of 
highest priority first on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine compares the predefined attributes to the display priority 
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information to determine if the received messages require display prioritization as taught 
by Syri with the network hub device of Spielman in order to present a prioritized list of 
email messages (Syri, Paragraph [0072]). 

Regarding claim 32, the combination of Spielman and Syri teaches the network 
hub device of claim 30, wherein the message display priority application further provides 
for display prioritization to be chosen from the group consisting of displaying prioritized 
messages first in a list of messages, displaying prioritized messages in a new viewable 
window and displaying prioritized messages in a highlighted form (Syri, Paragraph 
[0072], The mail agent application examines messages to check whether there is a 
previous user preference for priority in order to display the messages of highest priority 
first on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine, wherein the message display priority application further 
provides for display prioritization to be chosen from the group consisting of displaying 
prioritized messages first in a list of messages, displaying prioritized messages in a new 
viewable window and displaying prioritized messages in a highlighted form as taught by 
Syri with the network hub device of Spielman in order to present a prioritized list of 
email messages (Syri, Paragraph [0072]). 

Regarding claim 35, the combination of Spielman and Syri teaches the network 
hub device of claim 27, wherein the message priority application determines predefined 
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attributes of the received generic-recipient messages, the predefined attributes chosen 
from the group consisting of a sender of the message, a type of the message, a subject 
of the message and the content of the message (Spielman, Fig. 2A, 28a, Discloses 
attributes of the message including SMTP header, the sender, the subject, and content 
of the message.). 

Regarding claim 46, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
45, Spielman does not teach but Syri teaches wherein the first instructions for storing 
information related to message priority further comprises first instructions for storing 
information related to message display priority and the third instructions for determining 
whether the generic-recipient message has priority further comprises third instructions 
for determining whether the generic-recipient message has display priority by 
comparing the predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message to 
the stored information related to message display priority (Syri, Paragraph [0072], The 
mail agent application examines messages to check whether there is a previous user 
preference designating priority in order to display the messages of highest priority first 
on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine, wherein the first instructions for storing information related to 
message priority further comprises first instructions for storing information related to 
message display priority and the third instructions for determining whether the generic- 
recipient message has priority further comprises third instructions for determining 
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whether the generic-recipient message has display priority by comparing the predefined 
attributes associated with the generic-recipient message to the stored information 
related to message display priority as taught by Syri with the computer program product 
of Spielman in order to present a prioritized list of email messages (Syri, Paragraph 
[0072]). 

Regarding claim 28, the combination of Spielman and Syri teaches the network 
hub device of claim 27, wherein the message identifier is further defined as a Radio 
Frequency (RF) identifier (Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery 
message includes a message information part having selected notification information 
based on the notification device type (i.e. RF identifiers).). 

5. Claims 14 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Spielman in view of US 2004/01 53523 to Albal et al (hereinafter Albal). 

Regarding claim 14, Spielman teaches the method of claim 10, Spielman does 
not teach but Albal teaches wherein the step of determining whether the message has 
priority based on the predefined attributes further comprises determining whether the 
message has dispatch priority based on the predefined attributes (Albal, Paragraph 
[0028], The email urgency record includes information relating to the priority of the 
delivery of the email message.). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of determining whether the message has 
priority based on the predefined attributes further comprises determining whether the 
message has dispatch priority based on the predefined attributes as taught by Albal with 
the method of Spielman in order to be able to specify how quickly email messages 
should be sent (Albal, Paragraph [0028]). 

Regarding claim 34, Spielman teaches the network hub device of claim 33, 
Spielman does not teach but Albal teaches wherein the message dispatch priority 
application further provides for dispatch prioritization to be chosen from the group 
consisting of prioritizing the time at which messages will be dispatched, prioritizing the 
communication medium used to dispatch messages and prioritizing the recipients of the 
dispatched messages (Albal, Paragraph [0029], The delivery schedule records includes 
information related to when an email should be sent including delivery date and delivery 
time records.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the message dispatch priority application further 
provides for dispatch prioritization to be chosen from the group consisting of prioritizing 
the time at which messages will be dispatched, prioritizing the communication medium 
used to dispatch messages and prioritizing the recipients of the dispatched messages 
as taught by Albal with method of Spielman in order to be able to specify the delivery 
time and date of an email (Albal, Paragraph [0029]). 
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6. Claims 13 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Spielman in view of US 2006/0007932 to Simyon et al (hereinafter Simyon). 

Regarding claim 42, Spielman teaches the computer program product of claim 
37, Spielman does not teach but Simyon teaches wherein the fourth instructions for 
dispatching the message to one or more recipients further comprises displaying the 
message on a display associated with the network hub (Simyon, Paragraph [0038], The 
email server displays messages on a monitor.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the fourth instructions for dispatching the message to 
one or more recipients further comprises displaying the message on a display 
associated with the network hub as taught by Simyon with the computer program 
product of Spielman in order to be able to display a message on a monitor upon 
analyzing a report in order notify a human network monitor of certain events (Simyon, 
Paragraph [0038]). 

Regarding claim 43 the combination of Spielman and Simyon teaches the 
computer program product of claim 42, wherein the fourth instructions for displaying the 
message on a display associated with the network hub further comprises fourth 
instructions for displaying the message, which is associated with a Radio Frequency 
(RF) identifier, on a display associated with the network hub. 
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Spielman discloses displaying messages associated with RF identifiers 
(Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message 
information part having selected notification information based on the notification device 
type (i.e. RF identifiers). Fig. 1 discloses sending messages to devices such as wireless 
pagers and cell phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, messages and text based notification 
information are displayed on cell phones.), therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine wherein the fourth 
instructions for displaying the message on a display associated with the network hub 
further comprises fourth instructions for displaying the message, which is associated 
with a Radio Frequency (RF) identifier, on a display associated with the network hub 
(Simyon, Paragraph [0038], The email server displays messages on a monitor.) as 
taught by Simyon with the computer program product of Spielman and Simyon in order 
to be able to display a message on a monitor upon analyzing a report in order notify a 
human network monitor of certain events (Simyon, Paragraph [0038]). 

7. Claim 31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spielman 
in view of Syri and further in view of Simyon. 

Regarding claim 31 , the combination of Spielman and Syri teaches the network 
hub device of claim 30, the combination of Spielman and Syri does not teach but 
Simyon teaches further comprising a display associated with the network device that 
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displays message identifiers to one or more recipients (Simyon, Paragraph [0038], The 
email server displays messages on a monitor.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine further comprising a display associated with the network device 
that displays message identifiers to one or more recipients as taught by Simyon with the 
network hub device of Spielman and Syri in order to be able to display a message on a 
monitor upon analyzing a report in order notify a human network monitor of certain 
events (Simyon, Paragraph [0038]). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Spielman and Syri teaches the method of 
claim 12, the combination of Spielman and Syri does not teach but Simyon teaches 
wherein the step of prioritizing the display of the message if a determination is made 
that the message has display priority further comprises the step of displaying the 
message in a prominent position on a display associated with the hub (Simyon, 
Paragraph [0038], The email server displays messages on a monitor.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of prioritizing the display of the message if a 
determination is made that the message has display priority further comprises the step 
of displaying the message in a prominent position on a display associated with the hub 
as taught by Simyon with the method of Spielman and Syri in order to be able to display 
a message on a monitor upon analyzing a report in order notify a human network 
monitor of certain events (Simyon, Paragraph [0038]). 
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8. Claims 1 5-1 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Spielman in view of Syri and further in view of Simyon and further in view of Albal. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Spielman, Syri and Simyon teaches the 
method of claim 13, the combination of Spielman, Syri and Simyon does not teach but 
Albal teaches wherein the step of prioritizing the message if a determination is made 
that the message has priority further comprises prioritizing the dispatch of the message 
if a determination is made that the message has dispatch priority (Albal, Paragraph 
[0028], The email urgency record includes information relating to the priority of the 
delivery of the email message.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of prioritizing the message if a determination is 
made that the message has priority further comprises prioritizing the dispatch of the 
message if a determination is made that the message has dispatch priority as taught by 
Albal with the method of the combination of Spielman, Syri and Simyon in order to be 
able to specify how quickly email messages should be sent (Albal, Paragraph [0028]). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Spielman, Syri, Albal and Simyon 
teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the step of prioritizing the dispatch of the 
message if a determination is made that the message has dispatch priority further 
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comprises the step of prioritizing the communication medium used to dispatch the 
message if a determination is made that the message has communication medium 
dispatch priority (Albal, Paragraph [0028], The email urgency record includes 
information relating to the priority of the delivery of the email message.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a 
determination is made that the message has dispatch priority further comprises the step 
of prioritizing the communication medium used to dispatch the message if a 
determination is made that the message has communication medium dispatch priority 
as taught by Albal with the method of the combination of Spielman, Syri, Albal and 
Simyon in order to be able to specify how quickly email messages should be sent 
(Albal, Paragraph [0028]). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Spielman, Syri, Albal and Simyon 
teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the step of prioritizing the dispatch of the 
message if a determination is made that the message has dispatch priority further 
comprises the step of prioritizing the time of dispatch of the message if a determination 
is made that the message has time dispatch priority (Albal, Paragraph [0029], The 
delivery schedule records includes information related to when an email should be sent 
including delivery date and delivery time records.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine wherein the step of prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a 
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determination is made that the message has dispatch priority further comprises the step 
of prioritizing the time of dispatch of the message if a determination is made that the 
message has time dispatch priority as taught by Albal with method of Spielman, Syri, 
Albal and Simyon in order to be able to specify the delivery time and date of an email 
(Albal, Paragraph [0029]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan J. Jakovac whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5003. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am to 
5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi T. Arani can be reached on (571) 272-3787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RJ 



/Taghi T. Arani/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4121 
12/06/2007 



